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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawuM6^kich have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications mp&^C£> 'IfxP l^Wtbcrity (see 



Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 
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This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Date of submission of the demand 
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Date of completion of this report 

24 May 2001 (24.05.2001) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 
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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[)<3 the international application as originally filed 

| | the description: 

pages > as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 
pages > f" llec * w * tn tne letter °f 

| | the claims: 

pages * ^ originally filed 

pages , as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

pages , filed with the demand 



pages , filed with the letter of 



| | the drawings: 

pages , as originally filed 
pages , filed w i tn tne demand 
pages , filed with the letter of 

| | the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages , as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

| | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

| | the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I 1 contained in the international application in written form. 

1 | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

I | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I | furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| 1 The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
| [ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished. 

4. I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

1 1 the description, pages 

1 1 the claims, Nos. 



1 1 the drawings, sheets/fig . 



I I Tnis re P ort nas been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
' ' — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70. 1 7). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-7 YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims 1-7 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-7 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 
Claims 1-7 

Document 1 [GB, 231 1024, A (Systems Bio-Ind SA), 17 September, 1997 (17.09.97)] cited in the ISR 
describes the use of depolymerized pectin as an emulsification stabilizer of an emulsion. On the other 
hand, it is a matter well known already before the priority date of the present application, that 
galacturonic acid as the main chain of pectin is partially esterified, and that the free carboxyl groups not 
esterified and casein molecules are combined with each other to stabilize acidic protein food, and a 
person skilled in the art could have easily conceived that depolymerized pectin decreases in bonding 
strength with casein molecules. 

Therefore, a person skilled in the art could have easily used the depolymerized pectin described in 
document 1 instead of pectin to inhibit the rise of viscosity in the production of acidic casein-containing 
food in which the use of pectin as a stabilizer is well known. So, the subject matters of claims 1-7 do not 
appear to involve an inventive step. 
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VIII, Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

Claim 6 describes a process for producing acidic protein food by heating acidic protein food 
containing non-depolymerized pectin. However, this production process is not supported by examples or 
the like in the specification, and it is obvious that this process causes a problem of protein denaturation 
due to heating. So, the subject matter of claim 6 is not sufficiently supported by the specification. 
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applicant to furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49.1 (a-bis)). 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
08 March 2001 (08.03.01) under No. WO 01/15540 

REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31(2)(a) and Rule 54.2) 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later in some Offices) from the priority 
date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 1 9-month time limit. 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination, 

REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) 

If the applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the national phase, he must, within 20 months 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 





Authorized officer 




The International Bureau of WIPO 






34, chemin des Colombettes 


J. Zahra 




1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 






Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 




Form PCT/IB/308 (July 1996) 




3871301 



PCT/J POO/04422 
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From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 


PCT 

INFORMATION CONCERNING ELbLlbL) 
OFFICES NOTIFIED OF THEIR ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61.3) 


To: 

ISHIDA, Takashi 

A. Aoki, Ishida & Associates 

Toranomon 37 Mori Building 

5-1, Toranomon 3-chome 

iviinato-Ku 

Tokyo 105-8423 

JAPON 


Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
08 March 2001 (08.03.01) 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
H738-PCT 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION 


International application No. 
PCT/J POO/04422 


International filing date (day/month/year) 
04 July 2000 (04.07.00) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

27 August 1999 (27.08.99) 


Applicant 

FUJI OIL CO., LTD. et al 



1. The applicant is hereby informed that the International Bureau has, according to Article 31(7), notified each of the following 
Offices of its election: 

EP :AT / BE / CH # CY,DE,DK / ES,FI # FR # GB,GRJE / IT / LU / MC,NL f PT,SE 

National :CN,US 

2. The following Offices have waived the requirement for the notification of their election; the notification will be sent to them 
by the International Bureau only upon their request: 

None 

3. The applicant is reminded that he must enter the "national phase" before the expiration of 30 months from the priority date 

before each of the Offices listed above. This must be done by paying the national fee(s) and furnishing , if prescribed, a 
translation of the international application (Article 39(1)(a)), as well as, where applicable, by furnishing a translation of any 
annexes of the international preliminary examination report (Article 36(3)(b) and Rule 74.1). 

Some offices have fixed time limits expiring later than the above-mentioned time limit. For detailed information about the 
applicable time limits and the acts to be performed upon entry into the national phase before a particular Office, see Volume II 
of the PCT Applicant's Guide. *- 

The entry into the European regional phase is postponed until 31 months from the priority date for all States designated for 
the purposes of obtaining a European patent. 



The International Bureau of WIPO 


Authorized officer: 








34, chemin des Colombettes 


J. Zahra 




1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 






Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 




Form PCT/IB/332 (September 1997) 




3871301 



